Applying to Performing Arts Schools

By Nika Ouellette and Alexa Vasios

The fall of senior year brings new stresses for many high school students.  There are grades to maintain and college applications to submit. For musical applicants, there are several different layers to the college application process.


“There’s the actual application,” said guitarist Oliver Monaco, a senior, “which for conservatories can be a pain because most have their own personal application.  And then there’s the audition, which is really important. and then usually an interview with a financial aid representative or someone along those lines.”


Monaco described the different forms an audition can take.  Often an applicant who lives near the school will be asked to come in for an audition. “[Some schools] ask for a prescreening tape to filter out people they don't want,” said Monaco.


The audition format can be anything from “sight-reading, a theory test, [to] the actual performance,” said Monaco.  Different colleges, however, want different things from their applicants.  “It’s a long process just to take down what different colleges want for songs and format,” said Monaco. “Then to complete it is a whole other process.”

Much like Monaco, actress senior Yonit Friedman decided to pursue her passion for acting and apply to schools with excellent theater programs.  Her top choice is the Tisch School, which is a part of New York University. “I know that theater is a really difficult field to work in, but I essentially realized that I’m not happy if I’m not doing theater.  That's what confirmed my decision to major in it,” said Friedman.

After deciding to apply early decision to NYU, Friedman’s next step was to audition. “For schools that offer a bachelor of fine arts (BFA) degree, like NYU, an audition is required along with the regular academic application,” said Friedman.
Friedman traveled to Manhattan on Wednesday, Nov. 11 and spent the day auditioning.  The entire group of prospective students was first split into three groups in order to do a short warm up/evaluation.  Their ability to work with each other and their spontaneity was tested. 

Next, they performed their monologues one by one.  “After doing each monologue, the auditor gave me feedback and had me do them over.  This was to see how well I took direction.  Then, we talked for about five minutes about my experiences, goals, interests, etc.” said Friedman. Friedman described the audition as a “nerve-racking but positive experience.”  

Like Monaco and Friedman, senior Matt Vaughn is applying to schools with the intent of either majoring or minoring in music. He is particularly interested in pursuing popular music as opposed to classical or jazz. Vaughn has been playing the saxophone for the past seven years but has more recently begun singing and now considers his voice his “primary instrument.” He is a part of the Concert Choir class and Camerata.  

“I owe a huge part of my singing and overall musical ability to those choir classes. Mr. Driscoll taught me a lot about singing technique but also musicality and the hard work that has to go into making good music,” said Vaughn.

Vaughn only applied with music as his intended major to the University of Southern California.  USC’s Thornton School of Music requires applicants like Vaughn to make a video recording of themselves playing three to five songs.  If the school enjoys an applicant’s recording, they could be asked to take a live audition in Los Angeles.  After the audition, applicants are told whether or not they are admitted.  

Monaco, Friedman and Vaughn are all extremely driven and inspired to pursue performing arts at a higher level in college, doing everything they can to showcase their talents for various colleges and universities. “My passion for music is greater than any I’ve yet to discover, and I want to hold onto that as much as possible,” said Vaughn.
